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Temng American Stories

By Healh Winking

Fhie word "values” has taken on a grest deal of importance i recent vears. It has been used 1o explain
the hscendaney of conservative politics in America over the past several decades and as the delining fssue
of the 2004 presidential election. Tt has been held up as die key to cffective fmrnang, and repeateded
sagserin iy pundits aned politicians who seem intent on stripping it of all meaning Vidues are, of couse,
much more than the communications buzeword of this poligcal moment, Thery are also nwch less than
the sibver buller that some of the more vocad advocates of framing would have vous believe. Vidues are the
marals that uncery the siories we well each other about curselves as Americans. Tl ey have a great deal
say about whst we consider mogt important, mosteehedl  our own Byes and in our sactely: They help

wrexpladn not only who wae are, bt hew we see ourselves,

ingamuranstones oon



Undersianding bow valies bave shaped our Bstory, our poli
ties, and our soetety can be rranensely useful as we work 1o
convince cur fellow Amercans of the fusmess of the causes for
slaels we wre Bghiing, Many progresive communicarors have
sreepted the igeu that faers and fgares, e merely being
vight- will not change monds. We must conwlier oo amanh
deeper level Telling our stortes—conmecting ou work with o
st of American values shared by individoals Fror aeross the
poditical spectram, and defining dee Bsues that we care about
s termns of those vadues—can be a st step wward winndog
the support of people who misln sever e corsiderad it oth
erwise, Bvedung these shared vadues s about mane than scoring
pulitest vietovies though, As advocates and commumicitos,
we have a responsibility (o define our vision for our society:
What i i that i good in Armeriea, what should be nortured
and preserved? What must ehange i we are (o e ap to the
High jdessts of this roaion’s ourdig? And hosv can we gt
thiers? Ammericans are a deeply optimistic people, and they are
huangry for a positive vision fr the couniny's future, free
from the fear and division that have marred our polites in
recend years. They know the country s headed in the
wrong divection fuac ask the pollsters), and are ready w
support the Tead changes we're advocating, i we'll only ox

plun those chages interms of the vadues we shuee,

Why Tell Amierican Stories?

There’s no denving thae the dea of telling an Ameriean
story, of Invaking values, s somedhing that progressives
fuve hael real voable with and sometimes even rejected
outrighs, What good s telling a story when we're Aghting
oy ddefeat a ballot measure or win community bonelits ona
nesw development project? Why mlk about values when it
seems they only ever gef mentioned when someone’s well-
ing vs that we don’t ove them? Whose American story

are we talking abow? Wiy tell Ameriean stories anyway?

For three siaple reasons: the power of naurative; the na-
ture of our democracy; and because the Progressive Siory

is se American Story,

The Power of Narrative. As Andy Goodmuan explaing
in his excelleny publicasion Storrselling as Best Porefiee, "No
ane ever marched on Washington because of o ple chast”
Storytelling s one of the oldest buman activities, and as
chitdren we first begin to make sense of the world by con-
structing narratives. Later we may adapt mare sophisti-
cated tools to describe pur existence: the sciemific methad,
applied sttistes and regression analysis, for example. Even
sull, it s stordes that leod mewsing o the world around us.
Alf the: deep thinking and sound research that underly our
anadysis of our ssues w ineredibly mporang, bat s no
enough 1o change someone’s mind: For that, we need a

filed with values to which they can relate, and which they

understand dmplicitly, perhaps withow even knowing why

“No one ever marched on Washington
because of a pie chart,”

Andy Goodman

The Nature of Demooracy. At the risk of sounding
like a civies texthook, politeal and social change in 2 de-
mocracy relies on convineing more than hadl’ of our fel-
low citizens that we are in the vight and our apponents are
i the wrong, and getting thens to vote accordingly [Uis
also true that this ideal democracy exists only in the
pages of civics wxtheoks, of course, In the real world, a
stongly held minorty view or the power of entrenclicd
elites can act as powerful barrers o the will of the major
ity Even sull, broad suppore for the fsues progressives
sare about rom bevond the buse midoes overcoming thise
barviers easier. While the affirmadon that comes from
anly talking to people who agree with us el feel pood,
its often not enough o achieve our goals, To reach audi-
ences who don™ siderstond and support the causes we're
Bubiing for we need 0 appeal to thase things dhae connect

st a deep level: our shured values,



The Progressive Story. It might he difficult woday to
recognize it, bt s country was founded on radically
progressive ideas abont the perfectibility of human
kind, inalieuable liberties, and the vight of self-
goverument. These tdeas were at the core of an B
hightenment movement that was deeply disturbing o
the conservative power structure of that era. This o't
the whole stoey of the Ameriean Revolution, of
ceurse—the founders” understunding of who was engs
thed o the righies Jor which they were fighiing was tagt-
cally Himired - vet thme and agnin threughout sur history,
people have ought o, and won, those vights by appealing
tor the founding prioviples of the countey, Frony the
women's suflrage movement af the torn of the List cen-
oy 1o the civil nghits moversent in the 193005 w the guy
and feshian rights moevement of the 19708 and 1980s, due
Americas story has been one of progressively extemding
onr understanding of who §s entitled w© the rights that the
Revolution was fought 1o secure, Tis this view, the millions
of wnmigrants who ok to the streets during the spring of
SO0 are bt the batest groups o stand up and demand
they be included in the society they have helped w build,

his story bas been golng on for more than twe husdred

years now, and 1 see no reason w belleve it is in danger of

A0 Pheaah Wiikline. Some shghers reserved,

cathing any Ume soom,

A More Perfect Union. None of this is 1o say that
Amerivads perfecy, of conirse, As a nation, we have boen
grilty of mmense wrongs, from the “originad sin™ of sl
ery andl the genovidal warfare waged on Natve Ameri-
cans and the o the rendition and wrmure of suspected
terronsts wrd weorse, 1t s Imporant w0 remember that
when we're speaking of values and story-telling, percep-
Gen i i least as important as oljective veality, and many
Aumericans believe their history to be a story of progress,
of overconing obsiacles tirough gencrosity of spirit,
cormmaity and hard work, Any effective commumicne
tions effort must, at the very least, understand how these

purceprions will alfert the way our messages ane recetved.

Even if you choose not to use any of the recoramenda.
tiotis laded out bere I your communications work, it is im-
perative that you understand how these values operate,
Your political upponents have been using them for vears,
to paint dwir views in a Gworable lighe, and w0 tear down
vours, In arder 1o do so, they have twisted 1o common

mieaning of words, and engaged o all maneer of doubie-



apeak, Kroaving how dhey're domng i ean at Jeast et you plan an

effecive deferse,

sive elements of the natbon's

Understanding the progr
founding prisciples—and their cotneciion with our deepe
est aspirations [or our society - creates a powerful base on
wuch 1o bedld our compunicauons work, Qe stmply, 1t
o responsbality, ax commumcators for vhange 1w ar
sieubnte the values we hodd dear and w ghit for the ehange
those vulues demand, os we continue the straggle “m form
a ooy porfect union” This soruggle B about winning more
than the passage of a balloUmeaswre, or even about wirs

aitd 1o

ming rhebits for owr conmmunity, As Blia Baker onee
her voung charges in the Stadent Nonviolent Cloordinating
Clorpmitees, “Rememben, we are not fightng for the free-
dam of the Negro alone, bt for dhe freedom of the e
man spirtt, a lavger freedom that encompasses all man-
king "

What Makes a Story American?

As vou might expect in a country that thinks as highly of
el s America does, a great npumber of people have
artempted to define whiat s unique abowt Amernca, The
folowing ideas are ooly examples of the many ways this
question hax been answered, but they contain some com-
mon elemenis and surprising connectons that lastrate
broader themes about what we mewn when we tadk abowr

the American story,

Four Stories, [n his ook, Tl of 0 Newe Ameicn, fovmer
Seercrary of Labor Robert Redch idendfies four stones he
belipves constantdy recur in dur country’s history,

One s the story of #he Trinmphont Indipidunt: This is the
Haratio Alger story, where a young person with only a
mckel inbis or her pocket and 4 good idea pventually hin
the big time, achieving great wealih and fame thanks o
his or her own hard work and the open nature of ourso-
ciety. s also the story of Bill Gares, the college dropout
who hecame the richest man in Aracrdes, and of Lance
Armstrong, beatmg eancey, winoing races, and inspiring

rrsiibions,

3 Heatl: Wirkline Some rights reservedd

A second story vevelves avound te Bensslont Compunity:
This story invokes mages of barn-raisings and Main
Street in a New England town, but also of hig city neigh-
borhoods bike Livle luly or Chinatown where immigrant
conununities gather and prosperity and seeunity are
achieved by evervone looking owt for evervone else. 1t is
also astory ofien ivoked in the wide of wagedy such as
Hurrvane Kawinu or the Virginia Tech shootings in or-
der to remand ourselves o the land of conpmunitcs we

sspire o creare and o offer sodisce,

A third stoey 38 that of de Mok wf the Gater, in which our
country wnd our very way of Hfe are ireatened by oursid-
ers. This stery has offes beon used I cur history 1o
seapegont and marginalize groups of people, or 1o make
pohtical appeanls based on Jear aod division. Unfbr-
nately, that meakes W po less a parcof de Ameriean story,
and understanding how this narrative is consiructed can
help us combat it In the ninercenth cenuny, 1 owas sue-

“ Remember, we are not fighting for the
freedom of the Negro alone, but for the
freedom of the human spirit, a larger free-
dom that encompasses all mankind.”

Eila Baier

cessive waves of new immigrants from places ke Ireland
and Poland that threatened 10 overwheby our culoure; in
the 1950s and 1960y, it was the “Red Menace.” Today, it
s “the wrrorisis,” of course, but it s also wsdocumentad
workers from Mexico that threaten to change the nature

of our society.

A fourth story, according 1o Reloh, s that of #e Rot af e
Tep, i which secretive elites in business or politics con-
spire in smmoke-DHed rooms ro enrich thesmselves at the
expense of dhe rest of us and cut deals @ polson our envi-
ronment and betray our principles. Put simply, this story s
about the idea that power corrapts and our need w be
evervigiant against the powerfid; 1t adso helps o aceouny
for our endless fecnation with celebriny and scandal. Tt is

both the story of Euron and of Jack Abramotl



Ererestingly, while nwo of these seories are closely assori-
ated with conservanve polities ithe Tranomphant Individaal
and the Mob at the Gates; and two with pragressive
eruses {the Benovolent Community and the Rt a1 dhe
Fopg, these stories aee not sxduripey conservatve or pro-
gressivie, We might associae the Triomphant Individeal
mast clogedy waths conservative deals, but abnost sl of us
AR poind to seaneons in thelr own siperience who suc
eeeded theouuh theie own hard work and determination,
Likewige, while the Rot oz the Top story is familiar o any-
one warking on COOnORIC fustice oF enviranmental issues,
copservatives ofien wll the same story about gevernment
wiste and pork-barrel spending I shory, despiwe the su-
perlicial assuciagons with one keological perspertive,
e of these stovies can be easily andersiond by prople
from across the politeal specimam, That makes them
powertul wals for progressive communicators hoping

expand support For their issues,

Four Freedoms, In January 194, President Franklin
Roosevelt gave o speech describing the four feedoms he
bebieved “everyone in the wortd” deserved, These four
Freedoms were huer made o a serdes of paintings for the
cover of the Sofoday Heemng Post by Noreman Rockwell o
explain what it was Amerien was fighting for in the Sec-
et Warkd War The fiest oo of these righis, Freafom of
Steect aned Froedowe of Relfigion, are of course deawn divectly

frorn the Constituton, while the thicd and fourih exe

pancled the Bt of “essential human freedoms™ by inclods

@,lf-é & Heah Wickiine, Some sigbus soeerved,

ing Freedom from Went and Freadom fiom Feer: Taken together,
the four freedoms ardeulated by Rovsevelt provide a
uniquely American undersianding of a Just society ad 2
free people. They are netable for their lack of association
with any cne political strain in American tife, and the
vepual welght given 1o both physical seeurity and matenial
well-being, as well as both the civie necessity of free
speech and the private, spiviiual necessity of freedom of

& K}?’i‘stt{*!i{ &

Four Traditions. Walter Russell Mead, a conservative-
feaning hstorian of US foreign policy, identilies four tra-
ditions in our polincal history, He believes that these tradie
tions, —which he names, somewbat unsurprisingly, for
fumous white men who were central to thetr formae

ton - continue to explain many of the politieal forces s

work in our counery today,

The fiest of these, the flamiman Tradifivn, ts named for
the first Seeretary of the Treasuery, Alexander Hamilon
{1755 1804, an imemigrant and sellomade man, bane
der of the Bank of the United States, and fierce pro-
ponent of the free market, Inis simplest form, this bs
the iden that "Whut's good for General Mosors is good
for Amernica,” and i3 mday most closely associated with

LR I"e’é‘ii}?{‘ _gl{!i!llﬁ.‘h

The second, the Bilanian Tradition, Is named Tor
Wondrow Wilsun %IS;‘J(}U»EQEW-}. whao as President, led
the US o a war “to make the workd safe for democee
racy,” and chawpioned the creation of the League of
Naurioms. His ideas about exporting American demoera-
oy~and our responsibility t spread freedom-—were
roundly dencunced ut the time by his political oppo-
nents, S, they fownd continued expression in the
rhietoric und policies of Presidents of buth parties
throughout the twentioth century, and the current war
in rag is a wextbook example of o Wikonian enser-

prise.

Mead idenuifies o third, Jeffersonian Fradition, with our

thired Presidens, Thomas Jelferson {3743-10826) His



ieas about the dangeos of Industrislizaton and of for
cign entangiements, and the pressing need o look in.
witrdd 1o rprove cur own society have found adherents
of all political persuasions - from the solatonists of
the World War I era o lbor unions opposed o

wlobabization today

A fourth, Jeckwnman Traditea, Mead names for Aondrow

fuckson {1767- 18457 | a populist,war hero, and Pregddent

sivkoumed T Hickory™ for Bis toughness. Jack-
sortans, for Mead, are navenalistic, nelitaristie, S4STH-
cions of poliseal and intellecaul elites, and deeply
averse o the world ouside our borders, When that
world outside intrudes, and they fed foreed (o act
abroad, they prefer o de so milisarily, and are dogged
in their purselt of victory. Today, we might call them

MNascar Dads.

Mead's work s usclul because it reminds us that the
Broad trends we see in our politics today—rom de.
tates about corporate power and foreign rade o
the proper role of the US abroad-—are not new
They are the continuzaon of debates that have
been going on sinee the founding ol the republic
Linderseanding the history of these traditions can
reveal the Mdden cortexte that shape our public
debates. Knowine the history of these traditions

wiso serves as a vermmnder thar polideal idenddes ave

2008 Hewh Wiekline. Some vights reseneed,

ot lixed. Policies associuted with one group can be
associated with their apponenis in the next genera-
tion. Andrew fackson, for example, was the founder

of the Democratic Pariy,

Shared American Values

The fiest guestion 10 ask youssell when von start o think
abwut how o el vour own American stovies t *Does it
bave American vadues b 1097 The By of vadues that ol

fwes b acdrndesedly subjeotior and nowhers near exhaus-

e, bt it 3 bused on ¢ Hfedong Interest i American hise
tory, bterature, and popelar colture. It artermpis to make
commections between the listed values 1o show what they

mean fo Amcericans, separaiely and as o system of valoes,

{deas like courage or hope are, of course, prized by cul-
tures around the workd -t speak of them s Ameriean
values is 10 try (o explain how they play out In our culoare,

aud how they make up part of o coherent whole

What Makes an American? America, more than most
coundries, defines iself and the members of bis sovtety by
reference wra set of shared values, In oY ways, they
define whan i means 1o be American. While many other
nations define their members on the basis of birtiplace
ard blood relations, Americanness s based on a sociad
contract involving an understanding and acceptance of its

auigue set of deraceratic values. As sociologist Card Frie-

dereh once said, “To be a Frenchroan is a fuce, while to be
an American i an ideal” By embracing that ideal, or
ganizations Sghting lor justice and equality, whether they
are working for immigration reform or against felony dis-
enfranchiserent can stake their claim 1o the Amwrican
story in a way that will wake it diflicalt for their oppo-

nents (o atiack,

Reaffirming our commisment 1o our shared values can be
a powertul rool 1o promote inclusion of all te ndividusds
and communites that make op dhe Amprican tadon, This
0 to suy that using vadves-laden language will somelny

magically erase the barriers botween us and win aceep-

6



fandce of mnrginalized communites, but rather that it will
be exremely difficult to win that acceptance without refs
erenee 1o the vabues that underdie the social contrace tha

binds us together as o natton.

Optimism, Gowrage, Opirnisn s the carding Amen-
can value, Flow eould e not be i o countey that was
founded on Enlighteniment ideas about human digmiry,
the ight of selfgovernment and the perfectibility of ho-
manity? Without optimism, a revelationnry war thag pit-
tedt 2 group of poody armed provincluls asaingt the most
frared amy in the world conld never hove been started.
Oypiimsmm s intmately connectad with the valae of
courige ot physieal courage, tough thae is also highly
vaheed in Ameiea - the kind of moerad courage that
makes o person believe they have the duty 1o fight for the

bever workd they beheve 15 possible.

Amnenican history s filled with men and women who re-
roained optimistic in the fice of daunting odds, rallying
their fellow citizens with their quiet courage, Think of

Clesar Chavez and the motio of the United Farm Work-

eyt S8 e preele! ] Bonw 10 Bne resonated for decades

;
aa w rallvimg ory for those seeking w0 svercome injustice
and secure thelr rights in this country. Or think of the
farnons pacture of Rosa Parks shiging quiedy on a Mone-
gomery bus, and the courage it took 10 become the public
face of that ground-breaking campaign, o campaign that
was premised on the beliel that segregadon could be

ended, despite the decades of evidence to the contruy,

What does this mean for progressive communicators hop-
iy to comnect telr work (o Amerioan values? Amerieans
respond to positive messages and solugons-oviented ap-
preaches, Cleardy definiug the problem s vou see it 5 ime
povtant, but always highlighting yvour vision of a stronger,
miare just society--and the sclutions vou belleve can get

us there— i paramout,

& Heath Wikl Some sighes reserved,

Take the example of a group working for economic jus-

see. Building messages around the poverty-devel wages,
poor working conditiong, and greedy corporations huarting
ordinary people will help us conneet with others who al-
ready share this understanding of the inequalities in our
secioty woday, Fovusing aomessage on a Rature America
where everyone has the chance 1o work hard, get ahead,
wnd achieve their dreams connects with deeply held be-
liefs of hoth progressives and conservarhves about “the
Amercan Dream.” It also resonates with Ameriea’s his-
tory as a country that enables and enconrages social mo-
bility, where getting ahexd is based on 1alent and hasd
waork rather than accidents of birtl, While one could jus-
tifiably argue that the belief i o dassless society is more
myth than reality, such an argument misses the key
point——it is our eads o wlich we are appealing, not the

current realiny

Selflessness, Fearlessness. Americans have o deep
respect for individuads whose actions are muotivated by
corern for others, amd cven more so when their actions
invohve great risk to themselves. Such individuals embody

the kind of moral courage that we aspire 1o for ourselves,



The story of Hardet Tubrman apd her work on the Une
derground Rairoad, leading escaped slaves o freedom in
the North, 15 a good example. ime and agaln, she risked
her own freedom o secare that of others, When asked how
it was she could place hersell s sueh risk so many times, she

replied, * T ean’ die but onee”

Flighlishring the saorfices madde by immigrant parents {or
the sake of thelr childoen, lor example, or the commbe

ment shown by a commnity fighting a polluting corpora-
iy, ea bedp o commect the causes progressives are Tight

ing fr with broadly beld values,

Faith, Hope, The frecdom to worship or not, “according
tor the dictutes of our own conscience,”™ o Thomas Jeffir
son's phirnse, 15 o corngraone of our Ameriean demoe
racy. Stl, there can be no denving the powerlud rale that
faith has played in our Bistory, from the references o the
Creator i the Declaration of Independence 1o the soar
ing imagery of De Marun Luther King, Jo's "Thave a
drewin” sperch, Avknowledging how traditional religlous
values relatad o social justice, inclusion, and e for
theae fess Tortunate than ourselves connect the values thae
animute the work of our own organbzations can be a
sowertul wity Lo vonnest with people whoese relizious be
feds e based b the same wadidon, Phose values reveal
the hope for a better ward that is embodied by that wark,
providing a cornllary wr the value Ammericans place on op-

tinsi.

While it i important w acknowledge that Barhy has often
Do used by Yngents of insolerance” a5 a force for divis
sion and bigotry throughout our history, an honest ac-
counting of its vole w1 our culture must acdmit more cone
plexity, Billy Grabam, O example, with his emplheasis on
personal responsibility and individual salvaiion, represens
an eaguadly Amenican understanding of fith and hope
fammiliar to many conservatives vet not eastly caricaturod;
I weas a consistent opponent of South Altea’s Apartheld
regime, and paid w badl Dr King out of jail on several

octasions during the 1960s, . Su swhile King and Grabhom

08 Hewth Wickline. Sone rights reserved,

represent two very diflerent understandings of the cole of
faieh in Ameriean life, they share a common language of
religious values, resperted by Amerdcans of all political
persuasions, 1 your orgnnization’s work is animated hy

these sume vadues, dow't bBe afrad o SV 50,

Community, Self-Reliance. Community, whether it
conjures up images of a weighborhood block party or
seradd town gymnasiors Blled wo the raliers roa high
svhonl busketball game, is highly valsed——and often a

sonree ol grest pride-for all Kinds of Americanc

“fo uederstand the vole of community in our bistory, de

example of San Franciscos Chinarown is instrecsive, Al-
readdy a theiving neighborhbood at the tme of the 1906
cartheuake, Chinatown was completely destroyed along
with the rest of the city Ag planning for re-building come
menced, the mayor decided thar Chinasown sheuld be
redncazed fromm its posision at the conter of the city 10 i
outskirts, The people of Chinatown rejected the proposal,
and ot o work, constructing new buildings fhat they did not
sien, rebuilding homes and businesses because of the -
munse huportanee Yy placed oo cebutiding el come

LHRHREYL

The value of community, of pulling together to make a

better e Tor s mernbers, has long been andesoed by




organizers as itportant for rallying support wuong an
organization’s base. Self-reliance, for many conservatives,
would doubtless call to mind nages of the mgged ndi-
vidual, By connecting 1he twa values—showing how ein-
powering r community Lelps to empower individuals—we
van cannect with two deeply beld Anerican vadues that

resenate throughout our history and avtoss our polities.

Toughness, Cool. Americans value toughness, particu-
lavly when it's mixed with a mewsure of siiclsm, erace
urler pressure, and good humes Conl, of course, is in
the eve of the beholder, but people know iz when they see
it I America, the birthplace of coel, it most often takes
the form of 2 knowing toughness, loced with siocasm and
ehry wit—always easy and gracefud, without a eare in the
world, While our understanding of precisely who is conl
changes with the rimes, from Humphrey Bogart in the

19405 10 James Diean and Audrey Hepburn in the 1950,

Bruce Lec in the 19705 and Eddie Murphy in the 19805
1 Andre 3000 and Big Bol today, cool itsell s erernal. If
viue have someone on vour side whe has i, by all means—
s 1! Likewise, i vour opponents are atrempring to don
the mantle of cool, and you know thevie anything but,

call them o dn Phere’s pesthing worse tuan Wvinge o look
s - Bl

2008 Hoab Wickine, Some vights reserved.

ool when vou're now

Fairness, Hard Work. The value Americans place on
hard seork is central to our identizy and deeply ingrained

m our collective consetous. The connection with firmess

Fwork hacd, get shead,” ov “an honest day’s wages™ is o
major part of many cconomic justice messages, These
concepts are embodied I the B story of 2 woman such
as Dolores Huerta, who has spent ber endre life fighting
for decent working conditions for mizrant farmeworkers
andd at the age of severny five sull puts in a (il work wiek
at hier foundation. s mviponant {o remember that it is
niot only fairness thig we sirive for when we arganize to
witt better wages or warking conditions - hard work el
i valued in this coumioy beeause it speaks to e wroval
upnightness of those who do it Undersuinding how work
nparts dignity w the worker and recidnding propic of
that fact can be extemely helplil in Grging the perscnal
connectang threugh cur communications «forts that will

hiedp to change minds and win allivs.



Armarican Metaphor. Metaphor is a powerfud tool of
storyvisling. t connects what is new abyosst the siory
we are fefing 10 speciiic words and phrasss that
avike Amgrican ideas so familiar they are ghmost
clichds, That familiarly s the cors of thalr spoeal
for cormmuniontons because they can halp ug fo
achisve the kind of echo effect that we ars Indng io
schive. Among the mos kinds of metaphor in our
souriry are those related o sponts {play by the
siliss, b o toar plaver) busingss fhe bottom line,
e iy the roch and vy flake the high groungd,
Irigrctly frah

For maore on matanhor aadd 12 apploation 1o com-
sragscalions work, visit the Metaphor Projact
{yerainsianhororciaclongs, an organization that

coliects ard arelyzos the souses of Amarican
metaphorn, ag well helidng with progressive framing
i gondral

Entreprencurship, Generosity. For better aned for
warse, America is a deeply capitalist society, and as such,
ovalues entreproneurship highldy, Whether 15 Bill Gates
o the cover of apother bustness magazine, or Opeah
Winfrey on the covor of her own magazine she iz, each
and every montly, Americans can become umons o
their business acamen aad sheer wealth, and many have.
Americans also value generosity, both because it appeals
to eheir sense of [airness and beeasse i imphios sucoess
and hnanclal wedl-being Using bagoage that eraphashzes
the enteprencanial vature of our work—ompowering indi-
vidhuads and communtios w0 succecd, grow, wnd prosper-
can help place that work in o contess that many Americans
casily undeostand and naturally tend to support. Highhghe

s the generosity of members of our vomaunity envour

ages respect for them and eneorages those with cven greater

FEROUEITCE O SUPHHIL dur wiirk,

Discipline, Excellence. Amovicans' respeet for disci-
pline is deeply connected with idess about honor and sellt
restraing, and also with respect for practices, hard work,

andd the excellence we beliove those tades 10 engrader

Whesn Jackie Robuson becanse the fiest African American

t play major bagoe busehall, he freed an entiee season’y

g Heath Wickline, Some righis reservid,

worth of the most (ervibile e and freorant hayed
maginable, from people in the stands, from his oppo-
nents, and even from biy own teammates, Vet Robinsen
never once fought back, never lost control of Lhimself) he-
cause e readized that 1o do so would be 10 lose sight of
s ultimate goak seelng the majors completely integrared,
Ab the sae tme, i Jackie Robinson had been smerely an
averags thivd baseman, or a so-s0 Bier the toul he was
blazing would have been bmeasurably move difficals,
Just as wuch as his discipline, his groatmess helped him
win pver the public and achieve his vosls—if there’s one
iling America likes more dan a hardworking underdoy,

i's & hardworking underdog who wine

“Felling stories that focus on the discipline shown by hard-
working bornigrant mothers and father can belp engender
respect for their struggles, While there Is a real danger of
peindircing sterentypes about “deserving™ and Yandesory
ing” members of the socioty we care abowt, highlighting
the core American values apimating o stovies can be of
anmense value in comvineing our fellow Americans of the

Justness of our cause

Liberty, Justice. These twin values of Tiberty and jos-
tice axe hubmately connected, and not just by virtue of
their pecitation at the ond of the Pledype of Allegiance.
Liberty, of course, refers 1o the set of rights and responsi-
bilities u free people grant 1o, and require of, themselves

and Furtice, the essential vequirement for fairness in a




The Land of Opportunity, Coportunity— the idea
that sveryons should have a shot at achieving his or
by psotential— is central o what we know as e
American Drsarn, Gonerations of immigrands have
coma to this country, driven by the beliof that they
can achieve success by working bard, Decause ours
is 2 sountry whard ment matiers more than who your
parents were, Whero a conservative would talke such
& statement at fsoe value, a progressive woult de-
soribe it as a principle-a goal we shrive toward byt
Fave not yet achisved. Americans already over-
whelmingly Delieve i the idea of opporiunity, The
shaliangs for progressive communioaters is 1o make
gloar that the chioices we meke about publc policy
aves a direct effect o whether there s rue oppor
Wirdty In this country, o whelbar “ihe land of oppor
ity is nothiog but ryih-msking and srmpty fheto-

ric,

in e spddng of 2008, The Opportunity Agenda,
warking with thelr partners at The 5PIN Project, oub-
fished Amedoan Opportunily; A Communications
Tacikl, which id out thelr argurments i atloption
of the Cpportunity Frame among grassroots non-
proft orgarizations, and suppied tonls o help them
s s0.

For more information on Tre Oppordunity Agenda
ared the Opporunity Frame, ngluding s application
o a number of B80es, please vist thelr websile
oA ornorunivasenia.org, and downicad
a nopy of Amedean Opportunity: A Communications
Tk,

nation that is committed 1o the rule of law and o pro-
teet that hardowon lberty, Both lberty and justice con-
tadi within theie meaning the understanding that they

ast appiy erually 0 overy American i they are 1o have

any meaning at wdl,

It is that wniversality that is the key 1o snderstanding o

sstve churacter of Amerd-

ceniral truth abont the progre
van democracy: where today's conservatives speak ab-
mast exclusively of defending mdividuals’ frevdoms,
progressive vommunicators should fous on these same
individual reedoms as tiey define the kind of society

iwhich we Hve, wad i which we wish o Hve, Placing

@ 2008 Heath Wickhne, Some rights reserved.

the freedoms we continue w struggle for in that
broader context of the rights and responsibilities that
define our society Is both good communications prac-
uce {m that it “frames™ the issue so that it is broadly
applicable 1o more peoples’ lives) and an autheniie
expression of o progressive concern that extends he-
yond the individual to the nature of our society, When
progressive organizations fight for liberty they wre fighting
not far the iberty of one person, or even one group of
peaple, bu for the liberty of evervone in onr society. [ is
this understanding of liberty, und its importance, that
would bave been Lunihur 10 the founders of our re-

public,

Justice, of course, 15 a concept with which progressive
commuricators will be intimately Familiar. So powerful is
the beliel in ¢he importance of justice that progressives
have defined an invreasing number of the issues they care
passionately about by usinig i a4 pars of dae definition of
their works environmental justice, vaciad justice, media
Justice, and & hallfidozen different other varieties of jus-
tice. Yet justice s a concept that drasys its meaning from
its universality; sub-dividing ¥t can ondy subtract from ity
power [tis thas universaliny deat connests the strageles of
the Civil Rights era 1o a fight w stop a pollutng corpora.
ton from endangering the health of a poor community,
and to effores to ensure thai all of vur citizens have equal
access w the medin, Erophasizing that it s fusfien, writ
targe, for which we fight, can by g powerfid 2id tw our
communications eflors, and one that anvone who's ever

readt a Suformem comic-boeok can inderstaned,

A Final Story

The gentlenmun o the plcture on the next page lived a
vary difficulr lile. As a child, his mother, sullering from a
degencrative neurological discase, burned down the fam-
iy Boame, wied to kil his Gather, and was commited o a
tental institation. He came of age duving the Grew
Depresston, making his living as an tinerant sign painter
before discovering that he could muke more money sing-

ing in beer hadls, Fe fiest achioved fame as a radio cow-



gone beloee, or complacent about what & ver 1o be. We
have a responsibility (o our fellow Americans, and o

aurselves, to make our stovies heard,

hov in

Luos Angeles, and then as o folk musician, but found hime
sedl Blackiisted Tor his association with the Comminis
Farey In the prime of his B, he was diagnosed with the
sane conditian that had killed his mothey, and spent the
fast twenty years of his Ble in s sode hospitad, unknown
and unvisited, even by mainy of the folk singers who had

hegun to rediwover s music,
o

None of this, of course, Is what we remembor about
Wondy Guthrie. We remember him for his immense
corpassion for the hitte guy, his foviud bumor, his un-
wavering beliel in the fght for justice, and for a song he
wrote that every school child knows, s Land 5 T

Ferud,

This tand 1 vour laod, swith all of its greatness, all of s
Salx, As coramdontors B social change, and more
anportantly, as Americans, s our responsthiling o ar
ficulate our viston R our nation, te define what it 45 that
ts working, and what needs changing, In whing our ste-

vies, we shoubd not be alrad of remembering what hos
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